5th and 6th Grade Band Syllabus
Instrumental Music
“Where words fail, music speaks.”- Hans Christian Andersen
2015/2016 School Year
Instructor: 

Edward Stockmann  

estockmann@bsd124.org
www.beltonbands.com    
Director’s Welcome
Hello Mill Creek Upper Elementary School!  My name is Edward Stockmann, and I am the new director of the Band program at Mill Creek.  I am originally from St. Louis (and yes I am a die hard Rams, Cardinals, and Blues fan), and moved to the Kansas City area.  I obtained my Bachelor’s Degree in Music Education from Missouri State University.  While attending Missouri State University, I was a member of their top jazz and concert ensembles while playing alto and tenor saxophone.  I had the privilege of performing at the Missouri Music Educator’s Association conference in Tan-Tar-A.  I have also had the privilege of performing with and receiving clinics from members of the Count Basie Orchestra, the Vanguard Jazz Orchestra, and the North Texas 1 O’clock Lab Band.  I enjoy playing and practicing, and hopefully I can translate my passion for music to the students to encourage them to feel the same way I do about music.
Now, more than ever, we have reasons to justify why we do this demanding, yet rewarding activity.  Experts have concluded that the study of music helps with spatial reasoning, test taking, developing social skills, emotional development, leadership, and TEAMWORK.  I do not know why anyone would not want to be involved in a band program that is on the rise like the one here at Mill Creek! The ultimate goal is a lifelong love and appreciation for quality music and music making!
I know that this is a large commitment to make.   Not only does it require your time in and outside of school, but a financial commitment as well. I believe that the commitment that you and your student are making to the band program will be one that you can cherish forever.  You will find that band is truly a FAMILY in and of itself.  Thank you for choosing to be a part of a very exciting program here at Mill Creek!  I am truly honored to be your band director, and I am looking forward to a great year!  Please do not hesitate to contact me at any time.  I want to keep an open communication line with the parents about how their students are doing and what we are doing as a band program.



I.  Important Dates!!!
5th Grade
Tuesday, September 1st  6:30 pm

            Instrument Rental Night
Date to be determined from October 13-16
Field Trip to KC Symphony

(more info to come)
Monday, December 14th 7:00 pm


Christmas Concert
TBD (most likely May)



Band-O-Rama
6th Grade
Tuesday, December 15th 7:00 pm


Christmas Concert
TBD (most likely May)



Band-O-Rama
II. Concert Attendance
Each student is an important member of the band; they are part of a TEAM!  As part of their grade, students are expected to attend and participate at their concert.  FAILURE TO DO SO RESULTS IN TWO LETTER GRADE DEDUCTIONS!!!  Obviously there are extenuating circumstances that come up with or without prior knowledge.  In these instances, an absence will be excused with a prior consent from the parent either through email or phone call.  In the event of an absence with no prior knowledge, the parent must contact me via phone to determine the cause of absence.  The only excused absences are illness or family emergency.  Any other circumstances, please contact me.  The students with an UNEXCUSED ABSENCE will have the opportunity to make-up the grade.  The make-up assignment can either be a one page typed or handwritten paper on a famous composer or musician from a list provided by the director, or a solo performance of a piece selected by the director.  Failure to do either of these within the time frame provided by the director still results in the lowering of two letter grades.
III. Concert Attire
All Concerts and Grades – Mill Creek Band Polo, Jeans, and “Nice” shoes (can be tennis shoes as long as there is no obvious wear and tear)
* Band polos are $15.  I will send out order sheets during a later date.
* Band polos are used for the longevity of the Mill Creek Band Program.
* Band polos can also be exchanged if the student grows out of it. 
IV. Classroom Expectations  
Rule number one is and always will be RESPECT!  This word applies for any and all situations.  Everyone is to respect the teacher, each other, the instruments, guests, the room, everything in the room, and everything outside the room.
1. Always show respect
2. Treat others as you would want to be treated

3. Always come to class prepared
4. Come to class with a great attitude

5. Have fun by making music

V. Materials
The following are used every day during class, and must be brought to class EVERY DAY!

· Pencil

· Instrument (and everything needed to play it)
· Essential Elements Book 1 (make sure to get the one for your instrument)
· GREAT ATTIUDE!!!
VI. Grades
Grades are given on a pass or fail basis.  Each student receives two grades a day: one grade for bringing an instrument and another for participation.  
It is very important that students show up with their assigned materials. Since I only see them once every 4 days, it is imperative to have an instrument, or their education will suffer. 1st time forgetting the instrument is a warning. The 2nd time is a call home and a music homework packet.
Practice logs are worth 1 letter grade. 100-120 min. a week practiced 70% of the time raises your grade one letter, 70-99 min. practiced 70% of the time keeps it the same, and anything less than 70 min. 70% of the time lowers the grade.  Practice logs need to be signed and turned in weekly! 

7-10 weeks turned in with 100-120 min. = raise one letter

7-10 weeks turned in with 75-99 min. = no affect

7-10 weeks turned in with less than 70 min. = lower one letter
If a student doesn’t bring his or her instrument, the student fails that portion of the grade.  However, the student can earn their participation grade by air playing the instrument and being actively engaged in the class. Bringing instrument = 10 points  Participation = 5 points 
Playing tests will count for 2 DAYS WORTH OF GRADES (30 points).  Playing tests usually occur every 3 weeks.
VII. Practicing
PRACTICE, PRACTICE, PRACTICE, AND MORE PRACTICE!!!  An ideal amount of practicing for one week is 120 minutes (2 hours).  You want to aim for 20-30 minutes a day.  We do not see each other every day, so it is very important that everyone does some practicing on their own time.  Practicing is YOUR HOMEWORK!  If you do not do your homework in other classes, you will have a hard time with the test.  The same applies with band.  Practicing is the most fun homework that you will have! 
VIII. Behavior Issues
If a student is having difficulty during class and disrupting the learning of others, the following procedure will occur.
1. Verbal Warning
2. Student moved to the Safe Seat and given opportunity to participate
3. Student given a Think Sheet
4. Student moved to Buddy Room
5. Student moved to Focus Room
I have read and understand the above expectations for Mr. Stockmann’s class.

Student Signature ________________________

Date ___________________

Parent Signature  _________________________

Date ___________________
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